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IS HERE”



WHAT TO DO FOR World 
N atureCONSERVATION
Climate change threats: flora and 

fauna at risk.



FAUNA
ITALY



MUSSELS
Scientif ic findings confirm ed hig he r
conce ntra tions of Dioxins a nd PCBs in
Ma r Piccolo . So the fa m ous tiny bla ck
m usse ls from Ta ra nto tha t a re g rown
in the Ionia n Sea resulte d
conta m ina te d . Thus, the Depa rtm ent
of Pre ve ntion of the Loca l He a lth
Authority of Ta ra nto propose d to
Pug lia Re g ion the a doption of the
Re g iona l Ordina nce n. 188/ 2016 to
block the re m ova l a nd ha ndling of
com m ercia l m usse ls in Ma r Piccolo.

As a m a tte r of fa ct, m usse ls ca n
represent a food a t risk of
conta m ina tion, beca use they
a re filte r-feeding orga nism s
with high bioa ccum ula tion a nd
low biotra nsform a tion potentia l
for both orga nic a nd inorga nic
conta m ina nts .



CARETTA CARETTA TURTLES:WWF ac tion

Turtle s  a re  s e rio us ly th re a te ne d  b y hum a n a c tivitie s , a s  
the y a re  s e ns itive  to  the  d is tu rb a nc e  o f to uris m  in  
b re e d ing  a re a s , p o llu tio n , e s p e c ia lly p la s tic , a nd  s uffe r 
fro m  a c c id e n ta l fis h ing  (b yc a tc h).



Jonian Dolphin 
conservat ion: their 
scientif ic research in the 
Gulf of Taranto 

They study the change of  
behavior and group size  
of Stenella coureleoalba
dolphins 



FLORA
ITALY



The olive tree is the  sym bol of the  flora  of the  entire  reg ion. 
The  te rritory ha s been cha ra cte rized  by endle ss stre tches of olive  
tree s for thousa nds of yea rs. With the ir bea uty a nd  cha rm , 
tra nsm itted  by centurie s-old  curved  trunks, they repre sent the  history 
of Pug lia . Apulia n olive  g roves a re  the  oldest g roup  of p la nts, with the  
g rea te st p re sence  in the  world  of m illennia l specim ens.

However, a fast-spreading bacteria risked causing an olive-oil 
apocalypse in 2021 in Apulia.The cause of the blight was 
Xylella fastidiosa, a bacteria that researchers believe arrived 
around 2010 from Latin America, possibly from Costa Rica on 
an imported ornamental plant. Xylella infected at least one-
third of the 60 million olive trees in Puglia, which produces 12 
percent of the world's olive oil. The bacteria left no chance of 
survival.

The olive trees



The Mediterranean scrub or Maquis 

Characteristic for the territory is the presence of the 
Mediterranean scrub or maquis, a, evergreen spontaneous 
vegetation consisting mainly of shrubs such as 
Lentisk,Phenician  juniper, Thorny oak, Caper.
The Mediterranean basin has long been a special 
surveillance of climatologists. If you look at the trend of rising 
temperatures in the last two centuries and particularly at the 
turn of the 20th century, compared to the average 
temperatures of the rest of the globe, about 0.9 ºF, this area 
registers an average of 1.3 ºF. C concentrated in recent 
decades, inevitably has a heavy effect on the environment 
and the entire ecosystem, at various levels.
Protecting such a vast and complex hotspot is a challenge 
that requires concerted efforts.Variation in salinity, decreased 
rainfall, lower river water intake and a general increase in 
drought, are among the effects reported by one of the latest 
ENEA report. chance of survival.
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FLORA
Portugal



Invasive plant  species 
in Portugal: an 
overview

Portuguese native flora is threatened by 
invasions of exotic  p lants.

The spec ies listed as invasive by this law are: 
Acac ia dealbata, Acac ia karroo, Acac ia 
melanoxylon, Acac ia mearnsii, Acac ia longifo lia, 
Acac ia pycnantha, Acac ia retinodes, Acac ia 
saligna, A ilanthus alt issima (EPPO  Lis t o f 
Inva s ive  Alie n  p la n ts ), Arc totheca calendula, 
Azolla filiculo ides (EPPO  Lis t o f Inva s ive  Alie n  
p la n ts ), Carpobrotus edulis, Cortaderia selloana, 
Eichhornia c rassipes, Elodea canadensis, Hakea 
sericea, Hakea salic ifo lia, Ipomoea indica, 
Myriophyllum aquaticum (EPPO  Lis t o f Inva s ive  
Alie n  p la n ts ),, Oxalis pes-caprae, Pittosporum 
undulatum  Robinia pseudoacac ia  Spartina 



EGERIA 
DENSA

● Appearance: Aquatic herb
● Status in Portugal: Invasive species (listed in Decree-Law 

no. 92/ 2019, 10th July).
● Risk Assessment  Score: 20 | Value obtained according to a 

protocol adapted from the Australian Weed Risk 
Assessment (Pheloung et al. 1999), by Morais et al. (2017), 
according to which values above 13 mean that 
the species has risk of having invasive behavior in the 
Portuguese territory | Updated on 30/ 09/ 2017.

● Synonymy: Anacharis densa (Planch.) Vict.; Elodea 
densa (Planch.) Casp.; Philotria densa (Planch.) 
Small; Elodea canadensis var. gigantea L.H.Bailey; Elodea 
densa var. longifolia Bonstedt; Udora densa (Planch.) 
M.R.Almeida

● Last  update: 01/06/2020

https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/herb
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/invasive
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/species
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/weed
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/species
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/invasive
https://invasoras.pt/en/planta-invasora/elodea-canadensis


EGERIA 
DENSA

● Dark green submerged aquat ic plant , 
scarcely branched, with 4 or 5 leaves 
per node. It  f orms “ tuf t s”  at  t he water 
body bot tom, and can grow up to 6 
meters, f orming f loat ing “carpets”  
close to t he surf ace.

● Scient if ic name: Egeria densa Planch.
● Common name: leafy elodea, Brazilian 

elodea, Brazilian waterweed, common 
waterweed, dense waterweed, egeria

● Family: Hydrocharitaceae

https://invasoras.pt/en/planta-invasora/egeria-densa
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/weed
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/weed
https://invasoras.pt/en/glossary/weed
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FAUNA
CROATIA



Proterebia afra dalmata - Dalmatia

Proterebia afra dalmata is an endemic subspecies of the 
butterfly. It lives in the areas around Zadar and Sibenik, as 
well as in the hinterland around Knin and at the spring of the 
Cetina river. 

After the females lay their eggs on plants and the caterpillars 
survive the winter, in spring we can see the adult butterflies 
flying through the green fields of the Dalmatian hinterland.



Underground leech - Velebit

The underground leech is the deepest found animal 
in the world. It was found in four deep pits on Velebit, 
first time in 1994 in Luke´s trench. Not much is known 
about this interesting animal, and its endangerment 
cannot yet be estimated.



FLORA
Croatia 



Degenia velebitica -
Velebit Mountain Range

The Degenia velebitica is a protected 
endemic plant with yellow flowers and 
is the only species of its kind. It grows on 
mountain ridges or crevices of Velebit. 
So far they have been found only in 
three places: two places on southern 
Velebit and one in the central part of the 
mountains. Today, the Degenia velebitica 
is the rarest plant in Croatia. The 
uniqueness of this plant can be seen on 
the 50-lipa coin of the national currency. 



Sibiraea Croatica - Many endemic species tell 
the history of a certain terrain and the 
Sibiraea croatica, a deciduous shrub of the 
rose family that only occurs on the rocky 
ground of Mount Velebit, is one of the best-
known memorials of the Ice Age.



The Aquilegia kitaibelii (Kitajbelov 
Pakujac), a plant endemic to the western 
Balkans with deep purple flowers on long 
stems, is named after Pál Kitaibel, a botanist, 
chemist and one of the first researchers of the 
Velebit flora.
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